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About the Award

The Lee McKinney SLIAC Distinguished Service Award is presented annually to the individual that has served or competed in the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and best exemplifies the qualities of leadership, dedication, service and perseverance displayed by longtime Fontbonne University director of athletics, Lee McKinney.

Dr. McKinney served as director of athletics at Fontbonne for 23 years, seeing the athletics program at the institution grow from three teams and 19 student-athletes when he arrived in 1988 to 19 teams and over 350 student-athletes at the time of his retirement.  Dr. McKinney was instrumental in the formation of the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference as he joined representatives from Blackburn College, Maryville University, Parks College, Principia College and Webster University in chartering the Conference in September 1989.

During his years of service to the Conference, Dr. McKinney chaired the SLIAC Administrative Council and represented the Conference nationally, serving on the NCAA Management Council, Financial Aid Committee and Nominating Committee.

Dr. McKinney is a two-time cancer survivor, and dedicated countless hours of service to local community organizations and raising money for various charities, mainly the National Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC) Coaches vs. Cancer.

Nominations & Selection

Administrators, coaches, student-athletes and officials are eligible for the award.  Nominees will be evaluated and selected based on their contributions, accomplishments, service and leadership to and within the Conference, their institution, the community and Division III athletics; their perseverance through adversity to excel in their sport or chosen field; their overall dedication to excellence in and out of the competitive forum; and their support of the purpose of the SLIAC and Division III.

Nominations may be submitted by institution presidents, directors of athletics, faculty athletics representatives, senior woman administrators or Conference supervisors of officials.  Nominations need not come from the institution attended or served by the nominee.  Each institution may nominate one individual. 

The award recipient will be selected through a vote of the Conference Awards Committee and Lee McKinney.  Nominations are due to the chair of the Conference Awards Committee by March 15 and forwarded to the voting members by April 1.  Voters will vote for their top-5 nominees, in rank order, by April 15.  The recipient of the Lee McKinney Distinguished Service Award will be announced in conjunction with the Conference’s May Administrative Council meeting.

Eligibility

Any administrator, coach, student-athlete or official that served the Conference or participated in a sport in which the Conference awards a Championship for the year the award is presented is eligible for nomination.  Individuals may be nominated on multiple occasions but shall not be eligible to receive the award more than one-time in a three-year period.
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	Nominee: 
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	Institution Affiliation (if applicable) 
	     

	Nominee Contact Information 
(phone, mail or email):  
	     

	Involvement with SLIAC/Institution: 
	[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Administrator        |_|  Coach
|_|  Student-Athlete     |_|  Official
|_|  Other       

	Years of Involvement with SLIAC/Institution:  
	     

	Years in intercollegiate athletics:
	     





On separate page, submit a statement and general summary to support your nomination for the Lee McKinney Distinguished Service Award.  Please be specific, including the individuals background and ensuring you focus on the criteria for the award (and limit your comments to two typed pages):  

The award selection is based on nominees:

· Contributions, accomplishments, service and leadership to and within the Conference, their institution, the community and Division III athletics

· Perseverance through adversity to excel in their sport or chosen field

· Overall dedication to excellence in and out of the competitive forum

· Support of the purpose of the SLIAC and Division III

· 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Completed nominations are due to the chair of the Conference Awards Committee by March 15.  The current chair of the Committee is Scott Kilgallon.  The preferred submission method is email (scottkilgallon@webster.edu). 
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